Playing Experience
Growing up in Northern
Ireland, I was fortunate to
learn from excellent youth
coaches and compete
alongside top players in both
Northern Ireland and England.
I competed in elite
tournaments across Europe
and the UK but much of my
youth career was spent
playing in the top Belfast and
Lisburn youth leagues.

I also had the opportunity to
travel with a select national

Coaching Philosophy — Richard R McClean

My coaching goal for every player regardless of their experience,
background, or current skill level, is to elevate their tactical
understanding and technical ability. I believe that every athlete has the
capacity to grow, and it is my responsibility to equip them with the
knowledge and tools needed to read the game, make smart decisions, and
execute with precision. In addition to developing technical proficiency, I
place great emphasis on helping players build composure and confidence
both on and off the ball. These qualities not only improve performance in
competition but also foster resilience, leadership, and self-belief in daily
life.

I strive to create a learning environment that is fun, challenging, and
genuinely supportive. Players should feel inspired to push their limits
while also feeling safe to make mistakes and learn from them. I
encourage creativity and individuality, believing that the best players are
those who feel empowered to express themselves and use their unique
strengths for the benefit of the team.

At the core of my coaching philosophy is the commitment to developing
problem-solvers. Whether navigating in-game scenarios or facing
personal challenges, athletes should be able to think critically, adapt
quickly, and respond with confidence. My goal is to cultivate well
rounded players who not only grow in their athletic abilities but also
carry valuable lessons into all aspects of their lives.

group from Northern Ireland to play games in Liverpool, London, Southport, Glasgow and Newcastle. In
the early *90s, I trialed with Norwich City and received interest from the Crewe Alexandra Academy.
Unfortunately, a major right-leg fracture brought my competitive playing career to an early close. The
game has never left my life. I’ve continued playing, watching, and now coaching the sport ever since. My
passion for football and for my beloved Tottenham runs deep. Coaching has become a true blessing,
giving me the opportunity to help players grow, develop, and reach their individual potential.

Licenses
* USSF National C License

Head Coach Roles

* NSCAA Goalkeeper Level II License

* Century East 2007 Boys Gold

* BVB IA Pittsburgh 2007 Boys E64 National

* BVB IA Pittsburgh 2012 Boys E64 National

* BVB IA Pittsburgh 2007/06 Boys E64 National

Current Club:

Pittsburgh Independence Football Club
(PIFC)

Head Coach
* PIFC 2012 Boys Premier E64 National
* PIFC 2007/08 Boys Premier E64 National




